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February 18, 1964

Mrs. Curtis Lichey
2650 N. Ninth
Beaumont, Texas

Dear Mrs. Lichey:

You were unusually gracious to write me this letter of your
personal experience with the Lord concerning your speaking with
tongues. Any true experience that God bestows on His saints is
always a matter of rejoicing with me. May God grant you every
growth in every Christian grace.

It would take a volume to write all the things that I have
sensed and felt and do believe concerning this phenomenon.
Just as representative of these things, I list a few:

1. The fourteenth chapter of the I Corinthian letter, in
a grievous problem in the life of the church. Wherever the
aberration presents itself, it will create a like problem. There
is no exception to this in the history of the Christian church.
In that fourteenth chapter, Paul is trying to control it and
would be pleased if the words that were spoken were plain
words delivered unto edification.

2. In the years and years of my studying and in the uncounted
number of volumes of my reading, I have never yet come across
a great Christian leader who spoke with tongues - not one; not
one of any age or any time or any generation. It belongs to a
fanatical fringe and in no wise represents the work of the Spirit
in building up the churches of Christ in the earth.

3. If we had s situation such as developed at Pentecost
where people from all over the earth needed to hear the gospel in
their own language and the gift of preaching in wknown tongues
was bestowed upon God's ministers, it would be a marvelous thing.
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That situation at Pentecost where the gift of ®known tongues
was bestowed upon the apostles was unique and introduced
the new age afd the new dispensation of grace. The next age
to be introduced will commence at the second coming of
Christ. The phenomenon that you witness in the jargon
muttered and uttered and grunted and mouthed by these
aberrationists is a million miles from duplicating the meaning
and the significance of the experience of Pentecost.

Remember, that word “unknown," applied to tongues, is
italicized in the Bible. That means it has been added by man:
it was not in the original,

But enough of this. I could pray that you would give the
energies of your life into the service of our Lord, winning
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divisive in the household of faith.

Prayerfully yours,

W. A. Criswell
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